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HOUSEHOLD RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHEME — PHOTOVOLTAIC SYSTEMS 

577. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the government’s backflip on gross feed-in tariffs. 

(1) What percentage of the costs of a photovoltaic system will be offset by the government under the 
household renewable energy scheme? 

(2) Does the minister think it fair that this scheme will be available only to homeowners who have installed 
a photovoltaic system between the time of the election and today? 

(3) Why were the owners of photovoltaic systems installed before 6 September 2008 excluded? 

(4) How will the government assist in offsetting costs to those Western Australian homeowners who install 
photovoltaic systems after today? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for the question. 

(1)-(4) I want to clarify something; I am not sure if I made this point in my previous response. If I had 
announced the system and closed it today, around 2 000 people would have missed out altogether. That 
needs to be clarified. That is the result of the $13.5 million that the Labor Party guaranteed. 

Hon Kate Doust: Go back and read your press release, because it reads as though it had shut down. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: It is closed as of today; we had to close it. I said this to the honourable member, and 
this is exactly the same situation.  

The $13.5 million would not have paid for the uptake thus far. We would have had to double the cost of meeting 
that uptake. I will clarify this because I do not want misinformation to get out into the community. I want to 
make sure that the public of Western Australia understand where we are with this. Every person who has 
installed a photovoltaic solar system from the election date until today will receive a rebate.  

Hon Kate Doust: What about those people who installed one before or after?  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Anybody who installed a PV solar system before the election date would be eligible 
for a rebate under the renewable energy buyback scheme and anybody who installs one after today will be 
eligible for a rebate under the REB scheme. Next year, when the net feed-in tariff is introduced, those people 
involved in the current system—not the system prior to the election—will be eligible for a rebate. 

Hon Kate Doust: The minister needs to rewrite his media release.  

Hon PETER COLLIER: Perhaps Hon Kate Doust needs to re-read the media release. The net feed-in tariff is 
an addition; not a commitment. We have just met our commitment; that is, to provide rebates totalling 
$13.5 million to people who have installed a PV solar system. We will then introduce a comprehensive, broad-
based net feed-in tariff. As well as that, we will investigate whether it would be possible to extend that system to 
include commercial and small business. It is clear to the government that the public at large, not only residential 
customers, have embraced renewable energy. They are very keen and supportive of this.  

The $13.5 million commitment will be met. Those people who have installed a PV solar system will receive 
periodic instalments over the next three years. A comprehensive net feed-in system will be introduced next year.  
 


